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FOREWORD

WHEN writing FEast and West a few years ago, we
thought we had said ail that was required, at least for
the time being, concerning the questions dealt with
in that book. Since theh, however, events have
followed one upon another with ever increasing speed,
and while this has not made it necessary to alter a
single word of what we have written, 1t provides an
opportunity for certain additional explanations and for
the development of lines of thought which we did
not feel called upon to stress in the first instance.
These explanations have become the more imperative
since we have recently seen reafirmed in a distinctly
aggressive manner some of those very confusions we
had already tried to dispel. For this reason, while
carefully holding aloof from all controversies, it has
seemed to us advisable to present matters once more
in their true perspective. In this connection there are
certam considerations, often of a quite elementary
nature, which appear so alien to the vast majority of
our contemporaries, that in order to make them
generally understood it 1s necessary to return to them
again and again, presenting them in their various aspects
and explaming more fully, as circumstances permuit,
any points likely to give rise to difficulties which could
not always be foreseen from the outset.

The very title of the present volume calls for some
initial explanation if what 1t means 1s to be clearly
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meet the same fate which has befallen so many others
that have already disappeared at more or less distant
epochs, and some of which have left traces so slight
as to be hardly noticeable, let alone recognizable.

Consequently, when it 1s said that the modern
world 1s 1n the throes of a crisis, this 1s usually taken
to mean that i1t has just reached a critical phase, or,
in other words, that a more or less complete trans-
formation 1s imminent, which implies that sooner
or later a change of trend must inevitably ensue :
whether voluntarily or no, whether suddenly or more
gradually and whether attended or not by catastrophe
remains to be seen. This acceptation of the word
crisis 1s perfectly legitimate and corresponds in part
to what we ourselves think, but in part only, for the
point of view we hold 1s a more general one, and for us
it 1s the modern epoch as a whole which 1s a périod of
crisis ; that 1s why we entitle this book T/he Crisis of
the Modern World. It seems, however, that the crisis
1s nearing 1its solution, and this has the effect of em-
phasizing still further the abnormality of the state of
affairs which has already existed for some centuries,
though the consequences were never before so apparent
as they are now. This 1s also the reason for the
increasing speed with which events are now unfolding
themselves : such a state of affairs may doubtless
continue for some time longer, but not indefinitely,
and even without being able to assign a definite time-
limit, one has the impression that i1t cannot last very
much longer.

But the word ‘‘crisis”’ contains other implications
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understood and all misrepresentation thus prevented.
Many no longer doubt the possibility of a world crisis,
using the latter word 1n 1ts most usualacceptation,* and
this in 1tself marks a very noticeable change of outlook :
by sheer force of circumstance certamn illusions are
beginming to vanish, and for our part we cannot but
rejoice that this 1s so, for 1t 1s at any rate a favourable
symptom and a sign that a readjustment of the con-
temporary mentality 1s still possible, a glimmer of
light, as 1t were, in the midst of the present chaos.
In keeping with this, the belief 1n an endless * pro-
gress,”” which was held until recently as a sort of
intangible, indisputable dogma, 1s no longer so general ,
there are those who perceive, though 1n a vague and
confused manner, that the civilization of the West
may not always go on developing in the same direc-
tion, but may some day reach a point where 1t will stop,
or even be plunged 1n 1ts entirety into some cataclysm.
It 1s possible that such persons do not see clearly where
the danger lies ; the fantastic or puerile fears they
sometimes express are proof enough that their minds
still harbour many errors , butif1s at any rate something
that they realize there 1s a danger, even if 1t 1s
felt rather than really understood , it 1s something
too that they can conceiwve that this civilization with
which the moderns are so infatuated holds no privileged
posttion in the history of the world, and that i1t may

1 As people to-day are continually talking of ‘‘ cnises ”” of one
sort or another, 1t 1s perhaps worthwhile pointing out that this
sentence was written m 1926, that is just before the financial
difficulties of the late ’‘twenties The West has subsequently
had many occasions for still further doubting its own self-
assurance —21 vanslator
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* Translations of these works are in course of preparation, and waill
be published in a uniform edition with the present work
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